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WINTER

It’s almost winter but I’m thinking of summer. That’s because a new artifact
from the past has just been displayed at the Railroad Station. Retrieved from
a dusty back corner of a Frothingham Park shed by Executive Director Scott
Pearsons and passed into the eager hands of Jon Coe was one of the last two
remaining ‘rings’ from Frothingham Park. Crossing the rings was not easy
back in the day as they were heavy and slippery, but still a very popular ac-
tivity. I remember waiting in line on the steps for my turn. If I remember
correctly I was able to successfully cross.

Another great acquisition is an Eastman Box camera donated by Franny
Kent Higgins. The camera originally belonged to Winthrop Ames. Along
with it came slides belonging to Winthrop Ames and a signed copy of his
book on Ames family history. It will be displayed at a future Open House
devoted to old photography equipment.

Yet another donation came from Minnie Ames. The painting is a copy of a
painting of the two-masted schooner Oliver Ames, the largest two-masted
schooner ever built and not to be confused with the schooner Governor
Ames, a five masted schooner whose likeness is also on display at the Muse-
um. The ship was constructed in Berkely, Massachusetts and launched in
1866. It was a cargo ship primarily used for hauling coal and granite. The
original painting belongs to the Langwater Estate.

If you are able, please stop by our annual Holiday Open House at the Easton
Historical Society and Museum on Sunday, December 21st. Black Friday
prices will be in effect on key items through December 22nd. We will have
last minute holiday gift ideas on display and refreshments.

Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season and a

healthy New Year.

CALENDAR

Sunday, December 21, Open House &
last minute gift sale, 12-4

Thursday, December 25, Christmas
Day

December 27, Easton Tricentennial
Gala at Stonehill, 6pm

Thursday, January 1, New Years Day

Sunday, January 18, Open House,
featuring Thomas Paine, will include
a partial reading of Common Sense,
12:30-4:30

Monday, January 19, Martin
Luther King Day

Saturday, February 14, Valentine’s
Day

Monday, February 16, President’s
Day

Sunday, February 22, Open House,
Topic: Anna C. Ames, 12:30-4:30

Tuesday, March 17, St. Patrick’s Day

Friday, March 20, Spring
begins
Sunday, March 22, Open House,

Celebration of Women’s History
Month featuring, “Faces of Women”
documentary, Topic: Women’s
Contributions to Easton’s History,

12:30-4:30

The mission of the Easton Historical Seciety and Museum is to presewe, promate and interpret

the unique industral, social, cultural, architectural and environmental histowy of the I cwn.
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Museum News

On September 20th David, Bill, and Fred Ames were in attendance as a plaque was officially dedicated on the
“Island” off of Pond Street. The image used on the plaque was a picture of the “Island” held by the EHSM.
The “Island” is now overseen by The Trustees of Reservations as is the former Governor Ames Estate. The
Hilliard’s Chocolate Family Open House on September 21st was a huge success. Judy Hilliard McCarthy and
her daughters Erin & Maegan shared the history of the family business. Also present was Jim Bourne, choco-
late and candy machine expert, and Gina McCarthy, ice cream maker.

The Boston Public Library has digitized 150 of Easton’s Town Reports, freeing space in the archives. Links to
the online library of theses reports can be found under the Research section on our website. Reports from
1884-2024 are available. In addition several original Select Board posters from 1844-45 have been framed and
displayed.

We are proud to announce the arrival of the latest project of Jon Coe and Ed Hands, a book inspired by Buddy
Wooster and titled Ten Decades of the Louis Adams Frothingham Memorial Park. At the Open House on
October 19th a book signing was held, with both Jon and Ed in attendance. There was a full house at the sta-
tion for onsite sales. The book is available at the Railroad Station, Hilliard’s Candy, and for online purchase.
See page 3 for more information. The printing costs were paid by the Louis A. Frothingham Memorial Corpo-
ration and the North Easton Savings Bank. We thank them. All proceeds are for the benefit of EHSM.

Hand in hand with the Open House Minnie Ames donated a photo book “1946-47 Field Day at Frothingham”.
This was displayed at the Open House and is an amazing collection of 3

Easton photographer Joe Lyons’s work and offers great insight life at the
time in Easton. It is on display at the Museum.

On October 25th the Easton Historic Cemetery Tour with Frank Meninno
and Ed Hands was enjoyed by 30 plus attendees.

In landscaping news, the Old School Bell currently at the Fire Department
on Lothrop Street will be relocated to our Tricentennial Garden, There is a
plan to install irrigation for the garden area and Dr. Weiss of Unity Close

has offered to pay for a new memorial bench. Cemetery tour with Ed and Frank.

Please join us on Sunday, December 21st at our Holiday Open House for
refreshments and last minute gifting ideas.

THROUGH 12/22 BLACK FRIDAY FAMILY MEMBERSIP SPECIAL! $25
Our website has been updated and improved by Director Steve Anderson. It is easier to navigate and new
members can join online. Memberships can also be renewed this way. We have Student (free), Individual
($20), Family ($30), Senior ($10), and Corporate ($200) and more memberships available.

The Easton Historical Society Newsletter Directors
is published quarterly by the Easton Historical Society and
Museum. Joanne England
Debra Salisbury
Officers Steve Anderson
Virginia Murray
President Kenneth J. Michel Timothy Hurley
1st Vice President David Ames, Jr.
2nd Vice President Jonathan Coe Staff Writer— Anne Wooster Drury

Treasurer Nancy DeLuca
Research Advisor—-Paul Berry
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CONSIDER US FOR YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING

The Easton Historical Society & Museum has many holiday gift items in stock. From books, to
ornaments, hats— snow hats and golf hats-, maps & prints, coffee cups and more. Always popu-
lar is A Beautiful Image of Easton by Robert J. Wooster & Jonathan Jackson Coe. On sale for
$30. Other titles include various volumes of Reminiscences, Easton in Stereo, The Travel Jour-
nals of Fanny Holt Ames, and more. Reminiscences 2025 will be available in late December.
Novelty items include a 550 piece puzzle of Easton, beautiful throw blanket in three colors, golf
hats, and custom house signs. Historical maps of both North and South Easton are

available as well as many Easton-themed Mary Bodio prints. Stop by the station or visit our
store on our website. You will be buying local and supporting a good cause.

THE CORNELIUS
DAILEY HOUSE

c. 1914

Stop by the museum or order online. Go to the website
https://www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org and click on “STORE”.

NEW AND IN DEMAND!

This second book by Jonathan Coe and Edmund Hands is a wonderful gift idea for anyone with
fond memories of Frothingham Park. A sweeping look through the decades, from when the park
was just an idea of Mrs. Frothingham’s until present day, this coffee table book will not disap-
point. At just $40 it will put a smile on any Eastoner’s face and all proceeds go the support the
Easton Historical Society and Museum. The book includes dozens of historical photos along
with Jon Coe’s own beautiful photography.
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OPEN HOUSES

Margie and David Hilliard in the late 1950’s. Judy Hilliard McCarthy and her two daughters, Erin McCarthy
Fernandez, Maegan McCarthy Dek, and General Manager
Tamrah Comprone.

SEPTEMBER, HILLIARD'S
OPEN HOUSE

OCTOBER, BOOK SIGNING
OPEN HOUSE
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VETERAN’S DAY OPEN HOUSE, November 16, 2025

The Veteran’s Day Open House was both engaging and poignant. Five speakers shared their experienc-
es serving our country. Theresa Podeiko-Poole served with the Army, in active duty, and the Massachu-
setts Army National Guard, in many different capacities. She has been active in the American Legion
Post 7 in Easton since 2012, currently serving as Membership Coordinator and Vice Commander.

All speakers spoke of the satisfaction their service has given them and all are fully committed to contin-
uing that service in their communities today. Frederick “Ric” Coe went above and beyond when at age
60 he was called up and returned to service in Afghanistan! He also served as Security Director, and
served with Electronic Security & Countermeasures in the MA Army National Guard. On a lighter note,
he assisted Robin Williams with his tour in the Middle East.

Tom T. Constantine enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1966. He served in Marine Observation Squadron
Six in South Vietnam where he was a helicopter gunner. He clearly described the chaos and horror of
war, the immediate and lasting psychological effects. His time in the Vietnamese jungle was harrowing
and many of his comrades did not make it home. One difficult mission entailed recovering actor Jimmy
Stewart’s stepson’s body. He had been killed while on patrol in 1969. Tom later served in the US Marine
Corps Reserve and later still in the Massachusetts State Police.

Elizabeth Riley retired from the military with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and during the course of
her career served in the US, Guatemala, Iraq and Kuwait. Among other commitments, she has served
with local American Legion Post 7. She highlighted the difficulty of serving while mother to young chil-
dren and that the service of women was sometimes harder to “see”.

Interestingly Easton resident and veteran Matt Rafeld was born in Parkersburg, WV, where the Ames
Shovel Factory relocated on leaving Easton. He shared that his time in the US Coast Guard “shaped his
belief in service and looking out for others.” Today he serves here as current Commander of American
Legion Post 7, supporting local veterans and more. Serendipitously, Matt was once called upon to ferry
Jimmy Buffet across the water in the line of duty. Buffet is a personal favorite of his.

What impressed all in attendance is the shared commitment to service that runs through all the veter-
an’s lives. They are still giving of their time and energy. We thank you.
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The Island and the Leonard Family
By Ed Leonard

On September 20, 2025, the plaque on the “Island” was formally dedicated by brothers David Ames Jr., Wil-
liam (Bill) Ames, and Frederick (Fred) Ames, who all grew up nearby. The “Island”, off Pond Street in North
Easton, is the site of the original Ames Shovel Works beginning in 1803. The marker has been placed at the site
near Shovel Shop Pond. The “Island,” like the Governor Ames Estate nearby, will be managed by the Trustees
of Reservations, Massachusetts. In the following account EHSM member Ed Leonard explains his family’s re-
lationship to the Ames family, and how both families made use of waterpower from the Queset to grow their
fortunes. In a way, the Leonard family paved the way for the Ames family, both families made use of the same
resources.

The story begins in 1716 when Capt. James Leonard (Ed Leonard’s ancestor) purchased land from one of
Easton’s earliest settlers, Nathan Manley. Initially it was 5 acres on either side of the Queset Brook, later
another 8 7: acres adjacent. By 1742 the captain’s son Eliphalet Leonard owned the property which was rich
in bog iron ore. The timeline below was created by Ed to summarize the story.

1775-1771 Eliphalet Leonard Jr., son of Eliphalet and grandson of Capt. James Leonard erected a forge
called the Marshall Place, on the road east of Washington St. (Rte 138) on Elm Street extension toward
Brockton. Eliphalet Leonard Jr. was deeded the land where his house stood at the Marshall Place in 1765
and his forge was erected soon afterward. “It is a point of great interest to be told by good authority that he
was the first person to attempt the making of steel in this country.” (Chaffin) He made firearms- muskets- in
1775-76. A rifle with the imprint “E LEONARD EASTON 1776 hangs on the wall of Fort Ticonderoga
Museum in NY.
1776 Captain John Ames 1735-1805, N. Bridgewater, a blacksmith made shovels of malleable iron on his
anvil. This part of Bridgewater later became known as New Brockton.
1782 Eliphalet deeded the forge and factory to his son, Jacob, who later deeded it to his son, Issac.
1793 Eliphalet Leonard III bought land and created Shovel Shop Pond by building a short dam, then add-
ed a forge, trip hammer and nail shop on the “island” in the stream leading to Stone’s Pond (Langwater
Pond). He also built his home on what is now Pond Street, at the entrance to what became Island St. This
house later became the home of Oliver Ames Sr. and the birthplace of Oakes Ames and today the home of
Fred Ames. Later the dam was made higher which doubled the size of Shovel Shop Pond to the size it is to-
day.
1800 Isaac still owns Brummagem Forge at the dam/waterfall on Main St., North sold Easton, at Stone’s
Pond (Langwater).
1801 Eliphalet Leonard I1I went bankrupt.
1802 Isaac Leonard sold the forge, coal house, grist mill etc. to Timothy Mitchell and Giles Leach.

1803 Oliver Ames Sr. (1779-1863), son of Capt. John bought Eliphalet Leonard’s property from
Mitchell/Leach, including the forge etc. and the home of Eliphalet on Pond St.

1804 Oliver Ames Sr. began making shovels on the “Island”.

The rest is history.
The plaque, dedicated on September 20, 2025, commemorates the property at the end of Island Street facing
Stone’s Pond (Langwater) that was original iron works of Eliphalet Leonard prior to 1803.

Ed Leonard grew up in Easton and worked for David Ames
as caretaker of the Ames Free Library from 1950-1951. He
once shoveled snow off the roof of Queset House from
outside a second floor bedroom. His interest stems from his
family history and his connection to the Ames family.
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VINTAGE CAMERA AND OLD PHOTOGRAPHY

Do you have a vintage camera or old pho-
tography equipment collecting dust in
your attic or basement? The Easton His-
torical Society and Museum is seeking do-
nations to add to our collection and pre-

serve local history through the lens of

photography! We plan to feature vintage

photography and related equipment in an upcoming Open House. Your
donation will help us tell the story of how our community captured its
memories and history. We are particularly interested in items with a
known local connection or unique story. If you have an item you'd like to
donate, please contact us, preferably via email, at: eastonmahsmuse-
um@gmail.com The history of an object is as important as the object it-
self, so please include any known dates, names of previous owners, and

the camera's local connection in your message.

IN MEMORIAM

Priscilla Verdi (1934-2025) was predeceased by her beloved husband, William V. Verdi.
She leaves her children, Margaret Verdi, William Verdi, Joseph Verdi, Sherri Verdi, Nancy
O"Reilly, Jean Jones, Edward Verdi, Lisa Field, and Ursula Verdi; her grandchildren, Clen-
ét, Marcus, Meagan, Jonathon, Lauren, Nicholas, and Caitlin, and great grandchildren,
Colette and Harrison. Born in North Easton, Priscilla was a wife, mother of nine children,
a grandmother, great-grandmother, and an accomplished newspaper journalist who
worked at the Brockton Enterprise for 33 years. Priscilla graduated from Oliver Ames
High School and attended both Stonehill College and the University of Massachusetts
where she earned a Bachelor’s Degree. Priscilla and her husband William Verdi, who was
Desk Editor at the Enterprise, covered local news in town government, community
events, sports, and police reports. She was essential in reporting any news out of
Easton.

Donations

Monetary donations were received from Kenneth Gorham, Paula Barretto, Wendy
Kambestad, Ann Whaley-Tobin, Francis King, Mona Rosen, Judith Baptiste, Jim Bourne,
Patricia Maguire Parrie, James Fitzgerald, Terry Getchell, Edward White, Nancy Breef-
Pilz, David DeVore, Philip McCarthy, Mark Ingalls, Minnie Ames, and Ed Hands.



LOUIS ADAMS FROTHINGHAM MEMORIAL PARK

%. Don’t miss out on this amazing new
¥ book. The work of Jonathan Coe and
# Edmund Hands, a look back through
the decades at Frothingham Park.
With previously unseen photos of this
~ iconic gift of Mary Frothingham in
\ honor of her husband, Louis A. Froth-
ingham. Did you play here as a child?
4 Participate in or watch OA sports
' \l here? Do you have fond memories of
Y the “Big Rock”? You will want copies
£ for yourself, friends, and family mem-
bers too. See inside for how to order.
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