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Easton’s Dairy Farms

August’s Open House was a huge success with its emphasis on
Dairy Farms. Much research was done in preparing for the event. Thirty-
nine dairy farms were identified, although it’s possible there were more.
While some farms were larger, there were also many small farms, with
only a few cows. Some of the names of dairies that might be familiar are:
Langwater Farms, Tufts Dairy, F.H. Maliff, Flyaway Farm, Clover Valley
Farm, R.F. Gooch, William McCleod, and Producer’s Dairy.

All parts of Easton had their dairy farms, Unionville had the Mar-
shall Farm (Woodlawn Farm) on Elm Street. In Poquanticut were Clover
Valley Farm and the Williams Farm, in Furnace Village, the Ervin Broth-
ers Farm on South Street and Walter Welsh’s on Foundry Street. The
Maliff Farm and Tuft’s Dairy were located in North Easton, and in South
Easton, W.E. Drake was located on Depot Street and L.C. Randall on
Washington Street. Glenbrook Farm, owned by the Heath family, was in
the Howard neighborhood.
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Both Langwater Farms and Langwater Dairy were Ames owned. Lang-
water Farms on Washington Street was owned by F. Lothrop Ames II and
Langwater Dairy, located on Main Street was owned by John S. Ames.
Both were known for breeding prize winning Guernsey cows.

While the dairy farms are gone, they remain in the memories of those
townspeople who were lucky enough to grow up in a (perhaps) less hurried
time and in the precious photographs of our agricultural past.

CALENDAR

Monday, September 2, Labor Day

September 22, Member

Appreciation Cookout. Please stop
by for hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.

Monday, October 14, Columbus
Day & Indigenous People’s Day

Saturday, October 19, OAHS
Class of 1964 60th Class Reunion

Meet up will be at the Station at 10
am, there will be a walking tour,
event ends about until 1 pm

Open House, Sunday, October 20,
Stone Walls of Easton

Open House, Sunday,

November 17, Veteran’s Day with
guest speakers, including

Elizabeth Riley, Commander of
Legion Post 7 and Don Almeida,
US Navy

Thursday, November 28,
Thanksgiving Day

Saturday December 7, Garden
Club Greens Sale, 8-4

Sunday, December 15, Open
House & last minute gift sale, 12-4

The mission of the Easton Historical Seciety and Museum is to presewe, promate and interpret

the unique industral, social, cultural, architectural and environmental histowy of the I cwn.
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Museum News

Upgrades

Potable AC has been installed on the second floor along with a clear vinyl partition between Rooms 1
and 2 to keep in the AC or heat, depending on the season. In the kitchen a new refrigerator has been
donated by Ken Michel and the baggage roller door repaired and new hardware installed. The outside
door on Room 1 was repaired. Inventory and reorganization of the second floor continues.

The Refreshment Committee, headed by Joanne England, has been busy filling the kitchen cupboards.

Tour
On July 19th Ken Michel conducted a walking tour for the Law Office of Kathleen Feodoroff.

Grants
Two Mass Cultural grants have been received. Thank you to Steve Anderson for his work on these
projects.

Open Hours
The Museum continues to be open on Saturdays 10 to 4 and on certain days during the week when the
OPEN flag is out. Most often Tuesdays & Wednesdays. Please stop by.

Reminiscences

If you ever have trouble remembering what volume of the 14 Reminiscences a particular article ap-
peared you can now search an Index of all the Reminiscences to find it. On our website home page click
on the button for REMINISCENCES INDEX to bring up a searchable document containing all the
indexes.

Membership

If you want to become a member or renew your membership go to our website and click on the
MEMBERSHIP menu. It is easy to navigate and join/renew online. (Of course you can always mail a
check.) Our website: www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org

Quarterly Newsletter by US Mail!

The last Quarterly Newsletter was sent digitally to every account with an email on file. Based on your
feedback we will continue to make the Quarterly available digitally however we will resume mailing the
Quarterly to all accounts. The long form format is one many find easier and more likely to read via hard-

copy.

The Easton Historical Society Newsletter Directors
is published quarterly by the Easton Historical Society and
Museum. Joanne England
Judge Leon J. Lombardi
Officers Debra Salisbury
Steve Anderson
President Kenneth J. Michel Virginia Murray
1st Vice President David Ames, Jr. Timothy Hurley
2nd Vice President Jonathan Coe
Treasurer Nancy DeLuca Educational Liaison—Matthew Auger

Recording / Corresponding Secretary Hazel L. Varella
Staff Writer—Anne Wooster Drury
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In June the Open House revolved around the history of Uncle Sam Wilson. Fortunately for us
we had a descendant of Sam Wilson to personalize the day. Jon Coe, 2nd Vice President,
appeared as Uncle Sam and treated guests to some great information about our nation’s famous
icon.

Edward Wilson Jr. was Jon’s 4th great-grandfather and the brother of Sam Wilson, the Samuel
Wilson (1766-1854) who has been officially recognized as the first “Uncle Sam” and the
personification of the United States. In 1961 the United States Congress adopted the following
resolution: "Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives that the Congress salutes
Uncle Sam Wilson of Troy, New York, as the progenitor of America’s National symbol of Uncle
Sam." The first Wilson in the New World arrived from Scotland fifteen years after the Pilgrims.

Jon Coe
dressed as
Uncle Sam!

——r :vv!"'wu.-‘ -

Mrs. Robert Wood Coe (Ellen Thomas Jackson Coe), third from Uncle Sam Wilson
left, was instrumental in gathering documents that supported

the resolution passed in 1961. Thanks to her, the Coe family of

Easton has a certified famous relative!
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A Return to Langwater, the Movie.
Shown at the Open House was a video filmed some
time ago by Robert K. Holmes and Robert ‘Buddy’
Wooster. It tells the stories of Frederick Lothrop Ames
and John S. Ames, both breeders of fine Guernsey cows
in Easton, Massachusetts. Around 1904 F.L. Ames II
built Stone House Hill House and raised Guernseys on
the property and at the Clock Farm across the street.
He was particularly interested in genetics and raised
prize winning cows. Today Stonehill College is located
on the former estate property. John S. Ames, at the
Langwater estate also raised Guernsey cows and ran a
dairy. “In the 1940’s the ideal cow was a Langwater
cow.” (Art Kelly, Director of the Massachusetts Guern-
sey Association.) The breeding and care the Ames’s
were able to facilitate led to cows who produced abun-
dant and delicious milk.
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Dolly Dimple, prize-winning cow. An article in
the New York Times put her worth at $25,000,
1912.

IMP. KING OF THE MAY 9001, A. R. AND FIVE OF HIS DAUGHTERS

Langwater May Rose 19143, A. R. 683 Langwater Princess 22118, A. R. 1044
Langwater Felols 19146, A.R. 684 Langwster May Queen 22141, A R. 1043

Langwater Daisy 22139, A. R, 1042
From Peinting by E. Leane Stasey
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Prepared for the Open House, the map seen here
indicates where all 39 dairy farms in Easton were
located.

Painting of King of the May with his 5 daughters,
John Ames, Langwater Dairy. Interestingly, there
was a special graveyard on the F.L. Ames’s Stone
Hill House property for the best bulls. No one to-
day knows exactly where it was. Cattle sales were
held periodically and Ames cattle were much de-
sired, fetching high prices.

Painting by E. Leone Seavey
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AN EASTON DAIRY FARM

Andrews Farm in pictures, from 1912 to early 1960’s.

The Andrews Farm was one of many small working farms in Easton in the early twentieth century. In
1912 Hiram H. Andrews settled in Easton, purchasing a farm on Randall Street. He had emigrated from
Nova Scotia. Hiram’s farm was a dairy farm producing milk, eggs and poultry. He delivered his products
by horse & wagon and later by automobile. At its height the family owned two farms in Easton— on Ran-
dall and Elm Streets, and leased seven other farms located in New Hampshire and Maine. In the late
1930’s the farm increased its focus on poultry and created a breed called Ames-in-Cross (no relation to
the local Ames family) that was widely distributed in the northeast. The farm operation wound down in
the early 1960’s and the sons of Hiram H. Andrews (Robert and Hiram) became home builders.
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Above information & photos of Andrews Farm kindly provided by Steve and Donna (Andrews) Anderson.

MILK BOTTLES
The first glass milk bottle was patented in
1878. Milk was first sold in bottles the fol-
lowing year. The Historical Society has a
great collection of milk bottles. Many note
the name of the dairy and some are blank.
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VOLUNTEERS

As some of you may know, volunteers have been manning the station in order to
keep it open for interested visitors. This policy will continue on into the Fall. We
are still seeking additional volunteers. Volunteers will greet visitors, be available
for purchases, answer questions. Upstairs, volunteers continue to inventory and
reorganize. Room #1 is complete, work is ongoing in the Art Room. Part-time
archivist Ali Friend and volunteer Vincent Ness have been helpful with this.
Volunteers are also needed to plan a contribution to Easton’s 300th Anniversary
celebration in coordination with other organizations such as the Library and the
Garden Club. Please reach out if you are interested.

Ron & Linda Wood
Anne Drury

Diane & Ken Sterling

Joanne England
Leon Lombardi
Tom & Kathy Hohl
Steve Anderson
Virginia Moore
Joanne England
Ken Michel
Jonathan Coe
Vincent Ness

Steve Anderson
Al Friend
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SET IN STONE

Glacial rock is abundant in Easton. Whether the
stones are still sitting where they were abandoned
by ice and time or arranged into walls and founda-
tions, they are a picturesque part of the history our
town. The documentary “Set in Stone” will be
shown at the October Open House. Please come to
watch this celebration of the stone walls (and
more) of Easton. Mark your calendars for Sunday
October 20th.

“Set in Stone” is written & narrated by Anne Wooster Drury,
filmed & edited by Robert K. Holmes.
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IN MEMORIAM

William F. (“Coach”) Nixon Sr.,95, passed away at home on Friday July 12th surround-
ed by his family. For over forty years he taught history and coached football, baseball,
track and basketball. His distinguished career culminated in the following awards and
recognitions: Oliver Ames High School Hall of Fame (2004); Massachusetts Basketball
Coaches Hall of Fame(2001); Easton Lions Club Special Appreciation (1995); Stonehill
College Hall of Fame(1991). “Coach” awarded the Easton Educators Association Award for
Outstanding Service in 1991. In 2016, President Barack Obama presented him with the
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award. He was active in Easton Youth Athletics and
spearheaded an effort to continue funding of the Easton Town Pool. Bill is survived by his
children; Deborah Nixon of Athens, Ohio, William F. Nixon Jr. of Berkley, Ma.; MaryAnne
Nixon of Mattapoisett, Ma.; Paula Perez and her husband Stephen of Bridgewater, Ma.;
James Nixon and his wife Amy of Fernandina Beach, F1. And Tara Didi and her husband Yaniv of Berkley, Ma.
And many grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife Helen Nixon; daughters Linda Barrett and Susan
Nixon and his granddaughter JulieAnne Chesser.

Myrtle L. Blaisdell (Martin), 96, passed away May 17, 2023 with her family by her side. She was the wife of
the late William C. Blaisdell. Myrtle was born in Easton on June 17, 1926 to the late John and Olive (Packard)
Martin. She worked as an RN at the Goddard Hospital, the VA Hospital and Braemore Nursing Home. Myrtle
was an avid reader, enjoyed crossword puzzles, scrabble and word games. She had several word feud opponents.
She enjoyed sewing, knitting, bowling, and sitting on her front porch where friends and neighbors were always
welcome for a visit. Myrtle was predeceased by both of her parents, her sister; Emily E. Pound, and brothers;
Richard, Ernest and Kenneth Martin. She is survived by her two loving daughters; Beth Mowatt and Joanne
Soule as well as her brother Doug Martin. Myrtle also leaves behind her grandchildren; Kevin, Kyle, Julie and
John and great-grandchildren; Jonah, Hunter, Alyssa, Gemma and Mikko as well as many beloved nieces,
nephews and friends.

DONATIONS

Ken Michel donated a new refrigerator for use in the updated kitchen. Monetary donations were made by the
following people: Thomas O’Brien, Reid Starr/Granite Communications, Dale Kerester, Kathleen A. Fox,
Karen Danielson, Ron Somerville, Harold Bailey, Paula Barretto, Barbara Read, Joyce Isiminger, Leslie
Mullen, John E. Camara, Jennifer Wilhoit/Wilhoit Associates.

Our Mission is to preserve, promote and interpret
our town’s unique industrial, social, cultural,
architectural, and environmental history.




Langwater Guernseys were bred by the Ames family in Easton, Massachusetts.
They were bred to give the most milk and the best milk. By applying knowledge of
genetics and providing a special diet and conscientious care, these cows became the
measure by which all Guernsey cows were judged.

The Langwater Guernseys in their stable
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