
The mission of the Easton Historical Society and Museum is to preserve, promote and interpret  

the unique industrial, social, cultural, architectural and environmental history of the Town. 

EASTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 

CALENDAR 

 

 

Sunday, June 23, Open House, 

“Origins and History of Uncle 

Sam”, 12-4 

 

Thursday, July 4, Independence 

Day 

 

Saturday, July 27, National      

Korean War Veterans Armistice 

Day 

 

Monday, August 26, Susan B.  

Anthony Day 

 

Monday, September 2, Labor Day 

 

Saturday & Sunday, September 7-

8, National Days of Prayer and 

Remembrance 

 

Wednesday, September 11, Patriot 

Day 

 

Friday, September 20, National 

POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

 

 

 HAPPY 4th OF JULY! 
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    The Story of Uncle Sam 

 

Uncle Sam is a popular symbol of the US government. His image has been 
used in many ways to inspire patriotic feeling. But who was Uncle Sam? 
 
The image of Uncle Sam personifies the US government. The character 
was popularly used in United States World War I recruiting posters, but his 
origin reaches back further, though certainty is hard to come by. One     
legend, dating to the War of 1812, is connected to a real person- Samuel 
Wilson. Samuel Wilson was a businessman in Troy NY whose company 
supplied barrels of beef to the US Army during the War of 1812. The  
barrels were stamped “U.S.” for United States but at some point, one of his 
workers supposedly- jokingly- said that the “U.S.” stood for Uncle Sam. 
Another story has US soldiers referring to the stamped barrels of food as 
“Uncle Sam’s” grub. Thomas Nast, born in 1840, a political cartoonist, 
adopted the image to represent the government of the United States and 
eventually gave Uncle Sam the white beard and stars and stripes suit that 
we think of today. 
 
In 1961 the US Congress recognized Samuel Wilson as “the progenitor of  

America’s national symbol of Uncle Sam”.  

There is a memorial to Samuel Wilson in               

Massachusetts. “The Uncle Sam Memorial Statue” is 

in Arlington, Mass where he was born, and there is a 

second memorial in New York where Wilson lived for 

many years. Sam Wilson was born in 1776 and died in 

1854.  

Look inside for a picture of another Uncle Sam. 
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                                Museum News 

  

 

 

 

 

 

           

  

 

 

 

 

New fire suppression system. More upgrades at the Museum. A new 
fire suppression system has been approved and funded by a Town of 
Easton Community Preservation Act. 

Come in! The Museum continues to be open on Saturdays 10 to 4 and on 
some days during the week. When the OPEN flag is out, most    often 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays. Please stop by. 

Chowder and Chatter. Good news! The return of Chowder &    Chatter. 
The annual Williams Family Chowder & Chatter took place on Wednes-
day, June 12th at The Residence at Five Corners. The   evening’s enter-
tainment featured Easton Historical Trivia. Cornbread, chowder, salad 
and dessert were served. 

Archivist. Ali Friend, OA graduate and archivist, has joined us to help 
with the ongoing process of preserving and organizing our vast collection 
of historical documents. 

Reminiscences. If you ever have trouble remembering what volume of 
the fourteen Reminiscences a particular article appeared you can now 
search an Index of all the Reminiscences to find it. On our     website 
home page click on the button for REMINISCENCES  
INDEX to bring up a searchable document containing all the indexes. 
You can search by any keyword, author, etc. to find the volume and page 
of the article in your Reminiscences copy. 
 
Membership. If you want to become a member or renew your member-
ship go to our website and click on the MEMBERSHIP menu. It is easy 
to navigate and join/renew online. (Of course you can always mail a 
check.) Our website: 
www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org 

Quarterly Newsletter by US Mail! 
The last Quarterly Newsletter was sent digitally to every account with an 
email on file. Based on your feedback we will continue to make the 
Quarterly available digitally however we will resume mailing the Quar-
terly to all accounts. The long form format is one many find  
easier and more likely to read via hardcopy. 

http://www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org/
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        WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY                

                 Volume 25, Issue 2 

In March, the Open House revolved around the history of Monte’s Pond and Ice Harvesting in 

Easton. The film “Return to Monte’s Pond”, written and narrated by Robert “Buddy” Wooster 

and produced and directed by Robert Holmes was shown. Refreshments were donated by Bay 

Road Bakery and Rob Holmes was present for questions. Ice harvesting tools were on display. 

 

Monte’s, although the best known, and the last surviving ice house (1927-1967), was not the only 

ice business in Easton. Before Fred Monte bought the property, Boston Ice and Coal operated on 

the site, and prior to that, the Marshall family harvested ice on Elm Street, Bill Knapp Sr.  

harvested ice on Union Street. The J.J. Reardon Ice Co., operated from Columbus Ave, and that 

company was later bought by Frank Spillane. Ice was harvested at Flyaway Pond, and George 

DeWitt Sr. harvested ice at Long Pond. Mr. Goward, on Center Street, harvested ice for his own 

use in his livestock business from two ponds located where Frothingham Park now stands. 

Interestingly, Frederick Lothrop Ames considered at one time building an ice house where the  

Gate Lodge on Elm Street is located. Plans were drawn up by HH Richardson but Frederick 

Law Olmsted convinced Mr. Ames an ice house would not look good at that location. Ames 

agreed and the ice house was not built. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          In honor of International Women’s Day 2024  

 a special acknowledgement of the female directors  

 was made. Ken Michel thanked us with flowers  

 and kind words. It was much appreciated. 

 

 

A good crowd came to enjoy the Open House in 

March. The featured film was “Return to Monte’s 

Pond”. Popcorn was served with the movie. 
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                    HAPPENINGS, continued 

In April the Society hosted a Members Only showing of the documentary “Borderland, The Life 

& Times of Blanche Ames” by Kevin G. Friend. Mr. Friend was present and kindly answered 

questions about his film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The April Open House featured our new kitchen area created by volunteers and thanks to a 

major donation by the Kevin Williams family and favorable pricing from MD Cabinetry in 

Raynham. In addition a “staircase historic photo art exhibit” was (and is) ready for viewing.   

Visitors also had the opportunity to peek at our reorganized Robert King Research Room at the 

top of the stairs on the second floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

             

 You can’t tell from these pictures, but the bright yellow paint job looks amazing! 

                                     Thank you to all who volunteered on this project. 



Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

               Volume 25, Issue 2 

Also in April, the Oliver Ames Day of Kindness was held in town and Director Nancy DeLuca 

oversaw the sprucing up of the landscaping at the Railroad Station by OA Seniors. 

In May, our Open House included a wonderful presenta-

tion by Lori Pires called “Hats Off to History”. Lori has been 

a collector for over 50 years; her very first hat was a Micky 

Mouse hat. Lori spoke of the first known hat drawing on a 

cave wall in Egypt, circa 3100 BC, and added that Otzi the 

Ice Man, dated between 34000 and 3100 BC, was wearing a 

bear skin hat when he was discovered. The top hat became 

famous in 1797 in Europe and the US and every US       

president until Eisenhower, and later Kennedy, wore a top 

hat at their inauguration. Hats for both men and women  

continued to be popular and styles changed regularly until 

the 1960’s and ‘70’s when hats fell out of fashion. There was 

a resurgence of hat wearing in the 1980’s which Lori         

attributes at least partially to the popularity of Princess    

Diana. Shows such as Downton Abby and Mad Men have 

also led to a rekindled interest in hats. Another interesting 

hat was a  German WWI helmet. The first version of the hel-

met had a spike on top which ended up being a hindrance in 

battle and was removed in later models. Altogether an in-

formative and engaging talk! 

  OA Seniors hard at work. 

                  

                 Lori Pires of “HATS BY LORRAINE” 

  Ladies hatbox & hats. 
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     William King and the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood  
 
 While studying the stone walls in the woods near my property on King Ave I was inspired to research 
William King, who lived in the neighborhood and after whom King Ave (King’s Ave) was named. There 

were three important King men,  Barzillai King, the first King in the neighborhood, who built a house on 
North Main Street in1812, his son William who ran an awl shop on what is now Linden Street, and his 
grandson Henry. It was Barzillai’s idea for a residential neighborhood to be created; a neighborhood that  

today includes Pleasant Street, Linden Street, and King Ave, as well as North Main Street. An 1871 map 
showing three streets (then referred to as King’s Ave) with Mount Pleasant in the center of them suggests 
Mr. King had a plan for an early “subdivision”. Indeed, by 1890 eight houses, in addition to two prior      

William King properties, had been built. Some of these were homes for the awl factory workers. Barzillai 
built  a dam in a small branch of the Dorchester Creek on the western side of North Main Street and created 
a pond. He owned most of the land between the creek and acreage on the north side of Elm Street and the 

west side of North Main. He was the first operator of the awl factory. According to documents his son Wil-
liam was a farmer (owning 59 acres), trader, and awl maker. His son Henry was an awl factory worker, 
farmer, and laborer. Later, Henry operated a  repair shop– King’s Repair Shop, on Center Street and also 

sold vegetables, poultry and fruit from the farm on King Ave. It’s possible that many of the stone walls that 
run behind King Ave and further north were constructed by the King family as they farmed there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is also a stone bridge/canal that runs under the railroad tracks not far from the home at the corner of 
Linden and King where William and his wife Sarah resided and the creek that runs between Linden and 
Holmes Streets used by the awl factory. Just some thoughts to ponder. A 1750 map shows early settler John  

Whitman was in the area. Could he be responsible for some of the walls? 

 

 

 

 

Sources: Easton Historical Society, Massachusetts Historical Commission, Ancestry, History of Easton,  

William L. Chaffin, 1886, Easton’s Neighborhoods, Edmund C. Hands, 1995. 

Map showing the location of the Awl Factory between North Main 

Street and the Railroad Track. 

Later view of the neighborhood that now includes  

Linden St., Pleasant St., and King Ave., bordered 

by North Main & Elm. 

  Stone canal under RR track  

  near Mullen Lane. 
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         IN MEMORIAM 

                  DONATIONS 

 
Monetary donations were made by the following people: Carol Misiewicz, Linda Thomson-
Clem, Barbara Wright, Robert Goodrich, Pilar Dexter, Richard Grant, James Baker,  
Michael Hogan, Jack Gill, Priscilla Almquist-Olsen, Thomas Ames, Bernadette McKinsey,  
Dianne and Kenneth Sterling, Valla Thoms, Janet Linehan, Geraldine Brown, Joseph Krowski, 
Alan Swanson, Robert Keller, Robert Brooks, Robert Alger, Richard A. Beal, Francis King, 
Robert Babineau, Pauline Robello, Christine Salmon, Stephen Freitas, Harriet Lapin, Philip 
McCarthy, Karen Woodard, Michael Farrell, Bob Crane, Judith Baptiste, Larry Hurley,  
George Comeaux, Barbara Palladino, Donna Costa, Maura McCarthy, Joanne Soule, Michele 
and Roger Blake, Nancy Cohenno, Alan Day, Noah Duell, and Judith Belk Sabin. 
                 Thank you all for supporting the Easton Historical Society & Museum! 

David J. Looney, age 70, lifelong resident of Easton, passed away at Tufts Medical Center 

in Boston on Sunday, March 17, 2024. He was the loving husband of 50 years to Jane K. 

(McMenamy) Looney. David was raised and educated in Easton. He was a 1971 graduate of 

Oliver & Ames High School in Easton. David was the proprietor of DJ Looney Warehousing & 

Trucking Company in Taunton and a longtime member of the Knights of Columbus in Easton. 

He enjoyed watching both his children’s and grandchildren’s sporting events. Besides his wife 

Jane, he is survived by his 5 children, Lisa J. Erickson and her husband Jeff of Middleboro, 

David J. Looney Jr. of Mississippi, Nicole Looney of Milton, Danielle Looney of Milton, and  

Michael P. Looney of Easton. 

 

Gloria Freitas Steidinger (Giovannucci) of Easton, Massachusetts passed away on March 

16, 2024, just over a month before her 92nd birthday. Gloria was born in Lynn,  

Massachusetts and raised in Norwood, With her husband Louis Freitas she raised three  

children in Easton. After Louis’ passing Gloria was remarried to her high school friend Paul 

Steidinger. Always committed to gardening and the Easton Garden Club, Gloria was very  

involved in the beautification of her adopted hometown of Easton. She led the clearing of the 

overgrown Queset Gardens, obtained a grant to restore the town’s “Rockery” back to what  

renowned F. L. Olmsted intended it to be, helped raise funds to repair the historic Oakes 

Ames Memorial Hall and developed an extensive Butterfly Garden at the Natural Resources 

Trust. She convinced the local trade school to construct window boxes for every downtown 

storefront and then lead the Easton Garden Club to fill them with beautiful, seasonal  

plantings. Gloria provided flowers for local events at Borderland State Park, the Governor 

Ames Estate and the Historical Society. She is survived by her son Richard Freitas (Lori Mil-

ler), daughters Rosemary Williams (John), Gail Devins (Rick), and her beloved grandchildren, 

Jacqueline Devins, Brooke Devins, Bradford Devins and Bonnie Freitas Foster (Russell). 
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