
The mission of the Easton Historical Society and Museum is to preserve, promote and interpret  

the unique industrial, social, cultural, architectural and environmental history of the Town. 

EASTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 

CALENDAR 

 

 

Saturday, December 7, Easton  

Garden Club Holiday Greens Sale, 
9-1 

 

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 7-8, 
Easton Holiday Festival 

 

Sunday, December 15, Open House 
& last minute gift sale, 12-4 

 

Wednesday, December 25,  

Christmas Day & Hanukkah 

 begins 

 

Wednesday, January 1, New Years 
Day 

 

Monday, January 20, Martin  

Luther King Day 

  

Friday, February 14, Valentine’s 
Day 

 

Monday, February 17, President’s 
Day 

 

Sunday, March 9, Daylight  

Savings 

 

Monday, March 17, St. Patrick’s 
Day 

 

Thursday, March 20, Spring 

begins 
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                    WINTER 
 
A New England winter can be cold and what better way to warm up than a 
nice hot cup of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate– in a new mug purchased from 
the Easton Historical Society! If you’re sitting beside a roaring fire inside 
at home or outside at a firepit, snuggle up in a cozy throw woven with  
historical images of Easton. Maybe browse through A Beautiful Image of 
Easton, then later trim the tree with commemorative ornaments that you 
carried home in your new Easton Historical Society tote bag. And all the 
while you are supporting an important local organization. Just something to 
think about. 
 
Also available at the railroad station are copies of Recipes Then & Now, 
Easton’s 300th Anniversary Cookbook. Recipes in the book date from the 
1700’s to now. Beginning in January 2025 the Tricentennial Committee 
will host several events. The year-long celebration will include a Kickoff 
Event, an Arts & Cultural Festival, a Family Fun Day, a Town Picnic, Flag 
Ceremony, Concert & Fireworks, a Parade, Block Party, a Bonfire with a 
Concert, and a Gala Ball in December of 2025. So much to look forward 
to.  
 
As the Town of Easton heads into its Tricentennial Year we reflect on the 
town’s beginnings. The Town of Easton that was incorporated in 1725 was 
a very different place from the Easton of today. In 1668 fifty-three Taunton 
men paid Plymouth Court 100 pounds for the Taunton North Purchase. It 
included the land Easton sits on today. The land had previously been 
bought from Native Americans for Plymouth Colony. The first settlers of 
Easton arrived in 1694. Early settlers worked hard to clear the land and put 
it to use. They were farmers, built sawmills and gristmills. Today Easton is 
a thriving suburb of Boston with a population of over 25,000. Much has 
changed in 300 years!                 
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                                Museum News 

Upgrades 

 

Tour & Reunion 

On Wednesday November 6, beginning at noon, Ken Michel led a walking tour for senior citizens. On  

October 19 the Class of 1964 held its 60th high school reunion at the Railroad Station, where Ken led a 

second tour of local historical sites followed by a dinner for class members at Pasta Bene in Brockton. 

 

POS 

The Museum now has a POS (point of sale) terminal that will make sales, memberships, and donations 

easier to expedite. 

 

Open Hours 

The Museum continues to be open on Saturdays 10 to 4 and on many days during the week when the 

OPEN flag is out.  

Reminiscences 

New at the station are copies of Volume Fifteen of Reminiscences magazine, published yearly by the  

society, and the fine work of Daniel P. Pare and Hazel L. Varella. Included are articles by Avery Lee  

Williams, Anne Wooster Drury, Mark C. Bergeron, Frank Meninno, Sharon Baird Graves, Charleton 

Ames, and several by Daniel Pare including a fascinating and deeply researched article “From the 

Trenches to Tinseltown: Oliver Ames, Jr., in WWI”. Copies of this year’s volume are $10 and past  

volumes are just $5. Well worth it! 
 

Membership 

If you want to become a member or renew your membership go to our website and click on the  

MEMBERSHIP menu. It is easy to navigate and join/renew online. (Of course you can always mail a 

check.) Our website: www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org 

A big thank you to our Easton Historical Society and Museum members for their continuous donations 

that allow us to improve our beautiful building. Jose’s Painting Company has completed very careful 

and professional work on our interior walls and office ceiling. In addition, the work on the sprinkler 

system continues. Thank you! Jon 

Members Cookout 

The annual members’ cookout was held on September 23rd. Thank you, everyone! We had a great turn-

out and appreciate our valued members and donors...and a big welcome to all our new members!  

http://www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org/
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     CONSIDER US FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING IDEAS                
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Easton Historical Society & Museum has many holiday gift items in stock. From books, to 

ornaments, hats, maps & prints, coffee cups and more. Always popular is A Beautiful Image 

of Easton by Robert J. Wooster & Jonathan Jackson Coe. On sale for $30. Other titles include 

various volumes of Reminiscences, including this years’ issue, just out in November. Peter 

Tower’s book, Hockomock, Place Where Spirits Dwell is very intriguing. Many other books are 

also available. 

Novelty items include a 550 piece puzzle of Easton, beautiful throw blanket in three colors, 

golf hats, and custom house signs. Historical maps of both North and South Easton are  

available as well as many Easton-themed Mary Bodio prints. Stop by the station or visit our 

store on our website. You will be buying local and supporting a good cause. 

 

 

Stop by the museum or order online. Go to the website 

https://www.eastonmahistoricalsociety.org and click 

on “STORE”. 

                           Both the puzzle and Reminiscences make amazing gifts. 

Included:in this volume: 

 

“From the Trenches to 

Tinseltown:  

Oliver Ames, Jr., in 

WWI” 

     By Daniel Pare 

 

“Science, Sports, and 

Some Other High School 

Memories from the  

Sixties” 

     By Mark C. Bergeron 

…………...and much more 

 

 

 

 

This puzzle is great 

fun whether you 

are already familiar 

with Easton streets or 

just learning! 
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                               RECENT EVENTS 

 

The Members’ 

Cookout was a  

success; 

hamburgers, hotdogs 

and snacks were  

served as members 

stopped by and  

visited. Some new  

memberships too! 

The documentary “Set in Stone” was shown on Sunday, October 20th to a full house. The film 

was a study of stone walls, stone markers, milestones, foundations, dams, and more, all local 

to Easton. The film was written and narrated by Anne Wooster Drury, produced, directed and 

edited by Robert K. Holmes. Photographs and reading material were also displayed. There 

were even some young people in attendance! 

 

Pictured: Kaitlyn Comer, Grace Landaverde, and  

Cameron Waterman. 

 

 

Left: 

Original Easton  

Boundary Stone,  

Photographed 

1898. 

 

Documentary can 

be accessed on 

Youtube at  

Set in Stone v2 

Anne Drury. 
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Memories from the Class of 1964 reunion 
                             October 19, 2024 
 
“This time, like all times, is a very good one, if we 
but know what to do with it.” – Ralph Waldo  
Emerson 

                      VETERAN’S DAY OPEN HOUSE 2024 

Veteran’s Day guest speakers included Don Almeida– US Navy (retired), John Schuller– US 

Navy (retired), Ken and Dianne Sterling- (SAR and DAR), and Elizabeth Riley, the new  

Commander of American Legion Post #7. Don Almeida, 1958 OA graduate, spoke of his ser-

vice during the Cold War and Vietnam Era. With the Navy he travelled from Cuba to the Med-

iterranean. He spoke of the feeling of being ‘right there’ when fear of a Soviet attack was immi-

nent and the desperate hope that President Kennedy could halt a nuclear attack. Later, serv-

ing in the reserves, he worked as an air controller for the 

FAA and others. 

John Schuller, well-known Easton music educator, served 

with the Navy and his ship was involved in anti-submarine 

warfare. He spoke also of how difficult it was being away 

from a young family. Elizabeth Riley echoed this, stating 

how important support at home for families was and how  

important simple acts of kindness are. Elizabeth is a disabled 

veteran who served in Desert Shield and Desert Storm 

and now is the Commander of American Legion Post #7. 

She actively served for decades while she and her husband 
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raised three girls. Ken and Diane Sterling explained how one can become members 

of the Sons of the American Revolution or the Daughters of the American Revolution 

by tracing one’s heritage to an ancestor who served in some capacity. Ken traces his 

connection to Henry Knox. Knox led an expedition to move sixty tons of captured Brit-

ish cannon from Fort Ticonderoga to Boston, directed Washington's crossing of the 

Delaware River, and took charge of the placement of the artillery at Yorktown. Knox 

held the rank of Major General by the end of his career. Diane Sterling spoke of Debo-

rah Sampson who disguised herself as a man in order to serve and was only found out 

when she became ill. She was honorably discharged. 

Altogether the speakers provided the audience with personal anecdotes of what ser-

vice meant to them and their families, putting a human face on Veteran’s Day. We 

thank them for their sharing their stories and thank them for their service. 

Vice President Jonathan Coe presented an important artifact, newly displayed, a Civil 

War sword that belonged to Lieutenant Albert Tilden, Easton resident, who served in 

the 26th Massachusetts Regiment, Company C. Sadly, Tilden died at the Battle of  

Cedar Creek. He was shot through the lungs. His body, and that of his brother 

George, who also served, are buried in Stoughton.  

 

Ken and Dianne Sterling with 

photo of grandson, a member of 

the National Society of the  

Children of the American  

Revolution www.nscar.org  

Donald Almeida and Captain John 

Schuller US Navy (retired)   

US Army Lieutenant Colonel 

(retired) Elizabeth Riley  

Commander of American  

Legion Post 7 Easton, MA  

 

OUR VETERAN’S 

DAY SPEAKERS 

 

Books in our collection and available for purchase include To the Fire in Normandy and Beyond by 

Frank Kozol, and So We’ll Meet Again (Holy Trinity Lutheran Church). 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nscar.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1kineD4JMKgoF9a8hQkoqlnNskDeS5tln9L-q5KEs-qR42MdbREzQR4ao_aem_ClYvyDha6bm-y5N86mUdYQ&h=AT2ZI5_7c5nEaLCrrFaKgL8EQWDALYu4MvH77RPOnjvq-oKUxN5Gmp1GzZO2N3Y0RUkTL0zmWMiPChNT
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             Mansions Gallery 

               
           IN MEMORIAM 
 
Joanne (Smith) Nolan, 72, passed away June 22 at Good Samaritan Hospital in Brockton. She was a lifelong resident 
of Easton, born to Paul and Audrey Smith on January 3, 1952. She graduated from Oliver Ames High School in 1969 
and attended Immaculata College, prior to graduating from Stonehill College in 1973. She began her professional ca-
reer teaching at Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High School, before finding a long-term role teaching his-
tory/area studies at Easton Junior High/Middle School. She was intelligent, witty, strong, personable and most of all, 
caring. She is survived by her husband, Dennis; her children and their families, Jessica, Matthew and wife, Kara, Eliza-
beth and husband, Kevin; four grandchildren, Brennan, Emery, Thomas, Layla; her brother, Barry and Linda Smith; 
and nephews, Ben and Tyler.  

Rita Gershman, beloved mother and grandmother, passed away on July 8, 2024, at the age of 93. Rita was born and 
raised in Allston, MA. She was educated in the Boston public schools, attending the William Howard Taft Intermediate 
School and Brighton High School, and earning a diploma from the Boston Clerical School. She worked as a secretary at 
the Bay State Milling Company and then worked for two lawyers at Bailey and Healy in Boston. In 1955, she married 
Irving Gershman and lived in Easton, MA for 65 years. Rita is survived by her three sons and their families: Harold & 
Susan (Hayward) Gershman and their children Elise (& Michael Robinson), Aaron (& Jess Cody), and Holly; Barry & 
Mary (Bogan) Gershman and their children Abigail, Nathan (& Mackenzie Allen) and Hailey; and Mark & Jeanne 
(Tellier) Gershman and their children Benjamin and Hannah. She is also survived by her three sisters-in-law Chellie 
Gershman, Florence Weener, and Judith Granoff, as well as many nieces and nephews. Rita was predeceased by her 
husband Irving. 
 
          

               DONATIONS 
  
Monetary donations were made by David DeVore, David Ames, Sara Joyal, Roberta Melton, Shen Baxter, Kerry Pires, 
Jack Mowatt, Terry Getchell, Kenneth Johnson, Donna Marques, Kenneth Gorham, Steven Gay, Janie Hayes,  and 
James Fitzgerald. Christine DiVirgilio gifted photographs of the Ames Monument in Wyoming, Hayward & Keith fam-
ily accounting notes & deeds were gifted by Sara Joyal, Karen Bodio gifted a sailor suit, and Jen Smith, Executive  
Director of the NRT, donated a book titled Plans of the Estate of Oliver Ames Easton Mass. 

There is a new collection of photographs at the Easton Historical Society. These beautifully framed photographs of 
the Ames mansions have been hung on newly painted walls in (mostly) the north side of the museum. One is in the 
south side of the Museum and one in the office. The following mansions are displayed:  

-Langwater, home of F.L. Ames  
-Governor Oliver Ames Mansion  
-Spring Hill, home of William Hadwen Ames  
-Stone Hill House, home of F.L. Ames Jr. 
-Queset House, home of Oakes Angier Ames  
-Sheep Pasture, home of Oliver Ames II  
-Hobart Ames House at 31 Main Street 
-Wayside, home of Mary Shreve Ames Frothingham & her husband Louis Frothingham    
-Unity Close, built by Oliver Ames Jr. 
-Borderland, home of Oakes and Blanche Ames  
-Oakes Ames House at 25 Main Street  
-Included also is the Edwin W. Gilmore Mansion, 12 Main Street 

In addition, a large print  titled Pilgrims Exile was hung. It was a gift from the first graduating class of the 
new Oliver Ames High School. That class graduated in 1896. Also, just added, a collection of pictures      
connected to the Unity Church. The collection includes a likeness of John Ames Mitchell who was the       
architect, a photo of the church and two LaFarge stained glass windows– the St. Michael the Archangel glass 
(1882) that was later gifted to the Catholic Church (Immaculate Conception) and the Wisdom Window that 
replaced it in 1901. 
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This book, A Beautiful Image of Historic Easton, is a great idea for  

holiday gifting. Included are gorgeous photographs of all areas of 

Easton in all seasons. Pictured are historic homes, schools, churches, 

parks, burial grounds, H.H. Richardson buildings, Ames properties 

and more. Enjoy this collection of historic and contemporary  

photographs along with historical context. Look inside for how to  

order. 


